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redicting Minnesota
elections is like counting
snowflakes—kind of fun to
do but ultimately impossiblc.

Here in the North Star State,
anything can happen. A farmer’s wife

can defy her party and her husband
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By Adam Wahlberg

The political figures who have
broken through to icon status here
have all had one thing in commo
They were risk-takers, either i
how they won office or what they
did while in it. To them, we pay
our highest compliment: We talk
about them Garrison Keﬂlor'StYle’ :

telling nostalgic, familiar tales of oW ¢

good folk.

way to Washington. A pro wrestler
can become governor.

1t makes for some pretey interest-
ing election nights.

And once in office, Minnesota
politicians tend to do some
amazing things. Ignite a civil rights

movement. Further international
diplomacy. Shorten a war. Heady

stuff.




Froyp B. O1soN:

A charismatic Huey Long-style
populist, Floyd B. Olson was elected
governor in 1930 from the third-par-
ty Farmer-Labor Party (which later
merged with the Democratic Party
to create the Minnesota Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party). He emerged

as a man of courage when he went
after the Ku Klux Klan as Hennepin
County attorney. He had a genius
for lifting the spirits of voters with
his inspiring, hopeful oratory, which
became a valuable skill when the

Great Depression hit Minnesota.
Olson didn’t shy away from a major

Tae“Rapicar” NEw DAL GOVERNOR

expansionist role for government to
help people in their time of need. He
told voters,“I am not a liberal, I am
what I want to be—I am a radical”
He won the race for governor with
nearly 60 percent of the vote. Once
in office, his programs were pure
New Deal: He implemented a pro-
gressive income tax in 1933, created
a social security program for the el-
derly, and passed collective bargaining
and minimum wage legislation. He
was larger than life and on the short
list for president before dying in
office from stomach cancer in 1936.
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Before entering politics, Coya Knutson helped her husband, Andy, run Andy's Hotel in Oklee, Minn.

Cova KNUTSON: AN UNCONVENTIONAL CANDIDATE

Unlike Olson, Coya Knutson didn’t
die in office—unless you're talking
politically. The deathblow came in
the form of a public letter alleg-
edly sent by her estranged alcoholic
husband, Andy, who begged her to
return to Minnesota. “Coya, come
home,” the subsequent newspaper
headline read, and those three words
became her political epitaph.

The fact that Knutson made it to
Congress at all was a wonder. Min-
nesota had never elected a woman
to Congress, and even her own party

didn’t want her to run. But the
plainspoken Knutson didn’t care. In
1954, she traveled her district in cen-
tral Minnesota, rolling up her sleeves
and milking cows with her neigh-
bors. She won the primary over the
party’s endorsed candidate, then took
the general election. Even after win-
ning, party leaders resented her. She
wouldn't fall in line. So when Knut-
son supported Estes Kefauver for
president in 1956 over the party-sup-
ported Adlai Stevenson, party leaders
allegedly put Andy up to sending

the letter to Knutson. It read: “Coya,
I ' want you to tell the people of the
9th District this Sunday that you are
through in politics. That you want to
go home and make a home for your
husband and son. As your husband

I compel you to do this. 'm tired
of being torn apart from my family.
I'm sick and tired of having you run
around with other men all the time
and not your husband. I love you,
honey”’ The letter was made public,
and her political career was over.
But Minnesotans never forgot her.
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HAROLD STASSEN:
THE Boy GOVERNOR
Harold Stassen became the young-
est governor in the history of the
country when Minnesotans elected
him at age 31 in 1938.The “Boy
Governor” quickly became a rising
star nationally, delivering the key-
note address at the 1940 Republican
National Convention. A national role
was his for the taking if he was will-
ing to bide his time, but that wasn’t
Stassen’s style. He was too adventur—
ous and patriotic. He resigned from
office in 1943 to serve as an officer
in the United States Navy during
World War II. When he returned he
went on to-head the University of
Pennsylvaniaiand serve as a delegate

President Lyndon B. Johnson from
the race. McCarthy went on to
engage in a bitter struggle against
Robert F Kennedy and was nosed
out for the nomination by fellow
Minnesotan Hubert H. Humphrey at
the riot-marred Democratic Nation-
al Convention in Chicago. He retired
from the Senate in 1971 and ran for
president several times. And he never
stopped writing; at his death in 2005
he had authored nearly 30 books of
poetry, criticism and fiction.

HAROLD STASSEN RAN
FOR PRESIDENT A

WHOPPING NINE TIMES
'BETWEEN 1948 AND 1992.
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 HuserT H. HUMPHREY: MINNESOTAS
GREAT ORATOR
There is a statue of Hubert Horatio -
Humphrey Jr. outside Minneap olis
City Hall showing him doing what
he did best: talking. The man was
born with the gift of gab. He just
loved to campaign. And if he met
you once, he would remember
your name forever. Humphrey
started his political career as the
mayor of Minneapolis from 1945
to 1949. He earned a speaking
slot at the 1948 Democratic Na-
tional Convention and used the
opportunity to draw a line in the
sand on civil rights, a stance that
didn’t make him a lot of friends
among Southern Democrats but
ignited a movement that led to
the passage of the Civil Rights
Act in 1964. In that speech be
exhorted the convention to

“get out of the shadow of states’
rights and walk forthrightly into the
bright sunshine of human rights.”
He walked forthrightly into the
U.S. Senate, the vice presidency (to

Minnesotans.
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Lyndon B. Johnson) and the hearts of

CHOOSING A FEMALE RUNNIN

WALTER MONDALE: A
ForMER VP WITH A
Few Borp MOVES
Walter “Fritz” Mondale served
smartly in the Senate from 1964 to-~
1976 and was a solid vice president
to Jimmy Carter from 1976 to 1980;
But it was when he got the chance. .
to run for the big job in 1984 that
he really showed the maverick be- -
hind his mild manners. For one, he
told the country in his convention
acceptance speech. that he would
raise their taxes. Now, rule No. 1
in politics: Don’t tell people you're
going to raise their taxes. A young
James Carville must have spit his
soup across the room when he heard
that. But Fritz thought that was what
was best for the country, and he said
50, and Minnesotans respect that kind
of thing. Second, he nominated.a
woman, Geraldine Ferraro, to be his
vice president. It wasn’t the safe thing
to do politically, but Fritz thought
it was time. He ended up getting
crushed in the fall (the only state he
won was his home state), but Min-
nesotans remember the surprising
boldness Fritz showed that year.

T L
Mondale/Ferraro: for |
the Family of America |
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DO POLITICALL
S TIME.




PAuL WELLSTONE: THE
Paul Wellstone seemed born to be
anything but a senator. A lefty politi-
cal science professor, maybe. Which
Is exactly what he was for many
years at Carleton College in North-
field, Minn. When he Jumped in the
race for Senate in 1990, he had no
money, no name recognition and
no chance. Just inexhaustible energy
and a beat-up green bus. When he

appeared in parades he wouldn’t ride
down the middle of the street in a
car; he would run left to right to try
to shake every hand. His TV com-
mercials were irreverent—one was
called “Fast-Paced Paul,” in which he
announced that since he didn’t have
much money he'd have to move fast.
The tape then sped up to show him
racing through events, which frankly

L1BERAL WiTH A BEAT-UP GREEN Bus

of the political season that year,
beating well-funded Republican
incumbent Rudy Boschwitz. After
he arrived in the Senate, Sen. Fritz
Hollings of South Carolina paid
him the ultimate compliment: “You
remind me of Hubert Humphrey.
You talk too much.” Wellstone

won re-election in 1996 and was
ahead in the polls when he died

spoke he'd get so excited thar spittle
would fly from his lips. When he

didin ¢ cake much in che way of video
manipulation. He pulled off the upset

n a plane crash 11 days before the
2002 election.  (Continued on page 80)




(Continued from page 59)

Rupy PERPICH:

A MaN oF Ipeas

Rudy Perpich served two stints as
governor, from 1976 to 1978 and
1982 to 1990. He was the consum-
mate idea man, although some of his
ideas were a bit unconventional. He
once donated his $25,000 pay raise to
promote the sport of bocce ball. He
thought a chopstick factory should
be built in northern Minnesota. And
he suggested selling the governor’s
mansion to save the state money. But
many other ideas were great. Perpich
helped bring the NBA Timberwolves
to the state, as well as the 1992 Super
Bowl. His biggest idea, and most last-
ing achievement, came from a Bugsy
Siegel Las Vegas—like epiphany, when
he imagined building a shopping
mecca in the middle of nowhere, a
place that would be the size of a city,
offer hundreds of shops, restaurants
and rides, and attract consumers from
all over the world. It seemed like just
another oftbeat Rudy idea at the
time. Now it’s the Mall of America.

JESSE VENTURA: A PRO WRESTLER IN THE GOVERNOR'S MANSION

No one saw Jesse “The Body”
Ventura coming. But they should
have. It wasn't as if he was new to
politics; he had served as mayor of
Brooklyn Park, the sixth largest city
in the state. He hosted a statewide
public-affairs call-in show on AM
radio. And of course he was a known
quantity from his days as a profes-
sional wrestler and announcer—not
to mention his roles in movies such
as “Predator,” which starred Arnold
Schwarzenegger. Ventura got into the
1998 governor’s race as a Reform

Party candidate on a bit of a lark,
but once he got in and participated
in the debates, he did well. He had
common-sense responses to policy
questions and seemed like the relat-
able guy compared with his overly
programmed major-party opponents.
Ventura rode his “Don’t Vote for Pol-
itics as Usual” theme to a win with
37 percent of the vote. As governor,
he developed a Nixonian resentment
of the media and ultimately decided
not to run for a second term. Since
then, he’s kept himself busy with all

VENTURA RODE HIS“DoN’T VOTE

FOR PoriTics As USUAL” THEME TO A
WIN WITH 37 PERCENT OF THE VOTE.
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manner of activities, including host-
ing a cable television show, teaching
at Harvard, writing a book that hints
variously at presidential or senatorial
runs, moving to Mexico and grow-
ing distinctively odd facial hair. ¥

Adam Wahlberg is the executive editor of -
Minnesota Law & Politics, whose tagline
is “Only Our Name Is Boring.”




'When John McCain visited Minneapolis/St. Paul”

in June, he met up with two prominent Minne-

" sota leaders—Gov. Tim Pawlenty and Sen. Norm'
. month’s cover.

‘Office: Senior senator from Minnesota
Family: Wife, Laurie, and two children

vSenate in:2002.

“he'll know'in Wthh book Dumbledore dles
Offlce' Sentor senator from- Arizoria

 starting in the House before movirig to the. Senate
% for h|s candor, he.invented the term’ "Stra;gh
* Fun fact: Sen: McCainis afan of the television
~and “The: Ofﬁce and he enjoys the music o '
: Rich). e AT

o ‘Offlce Govemor of anesota
Famlly. Wlfe Mary, and two chlldren

: ra15|_ g taxes
Fun fact: He p(ays hockey—a good h
anesota —Adam Wah!berg

Coleman. Here’s a-quick rundown of the men on this

“Political profile: He was a prosecutor in the Minnesota
a’ttorney general’s office for 17 years before serving as
mayor of St. Paul from 1994 to 2002. He switched par-
ies in 1996 to'run as a Repubhcan for governor in 1998, a
ce he didn't win: Four years| later hewon a tlght contest for the U. S

Fun fact: He's a Harry. Potter fanatic. Quiz hlm——hls klcls d!d——and

Family: Wife, Cmdy, seven chlldren and four grandchlldren
Political profile: He has been a member of Congress since 1982
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ing harder than bass drums.

The Minneapolis/St. Paul host commuzze
set its convention budget goal at $60 mulien
counting on about half of that from out-or-
state donors and half from businesses and ‘
individuals in Minnesota. The state’s corpora- -3
tions quickly stepped up to the plate. E

“Target is proud to help the Twin Cides
put on a spectacular event in our head- 3
quarters’ home state,” says Nate
Garvis, vice president of gov-
ernment affairs at Target, just
one of the state’s Fortune
500 companies that has
pitched
in. He
says the
company
“believes that
strong c1vic
participation is
an important
element to the
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